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Photo courtesy of John Landis 
taken at the Bath Nature 
Preserve last summer.

DID YOU KNOW: On July 16, 2001, 
the Bath Nature Preserve opened to 
the public. Initially a grass trail was 
mowed for walkers and the oil well 
road was used by equestrians.

or visit us at BathTownship.org

Township Administration
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Monday – Friday

Hours

Seeking Board and Committee Volunteers
Bath Township seeks volunteers to serve on the Park Board, Friends 
of Yellow Creek and Heritage Corridors of Bath committees. Please 
call Bath Township at 330-666-4007 or submit a letter of interest to 
the Board of Trustees. 

 
Park Board 
The Park Board reviews plans for park capital expenditures, 
offers recommendations and plans programs within Bath Parks in 
partnership with the Township. Annual events include: Chillin’ on the 
Hill (February, Spring into Nature (March), State of the Parks (May), 
Run to the Sun 5k race (June), and Fall into Nature (October). The 
Park Board meets six times a year on the third Thursday of the month 
at 6PM.

 
Friends of Yellow Creek 
Friends of Yellow Creek’s primary goals are to educate residents 
on water quality and the Yellow Creek Watershed, understand 
residents’ water issues, including storm water and erosion, reviews 
zoning changes that may affect the watershed and is proactive in 
recommendations to the Summit County Surface Water Management 
District. The committee plans two programs per year: a Native Plant 
Sale (May) and the State of the Watershed (September). Meetings are 
held six times a year on the third Monday of the month at 7PM. 

 
The Heritage Corridors of Bath 
The Heritage Corridors of Bath, an Ohio Scenic Byway, works to 
preserve and enhance the rural residential character, scenic beauty 
and historic legacy of Bath Township. Past events include: an annual 
Historic Tour in the spring and a Barn Social in the fall. The committee 
meets six times a year on the second Wednesday of the month at 
5:30 PM.

Tips Before Hiring a Contractor - Page 3
In Other News - Page 4
Environmental Update - Page 5
Observatory Expansion - Page 6
Public Meetings - Page 6
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TIPS BEFORE HIRING A CONTRACTORfrom Police Chief Sinopoli
choose the lowest bidder. Be sure to ask for 
an explanation if there’s a big difference among 
the estimates.

• Read the contract carefully. Require a written 
agreement before any work is started. Before 
you sign a contract, make sure it includes:

 - The contractor’s name, address,  
   phone, and license number

 - An estimated start and completion  
   date

 - Any promises made during  
   conversations or calls related to  
   issues such as the scope of work and  
   the cost of labor and materials

 - A written statement of your right to  
   cancel the contract within three  
   business days, if you signed it in your  
   home or at a location other than the  
   seller’s permanent place of business

 - Make sure all blank spaces in a  
   contract template are filled in  
   completely.

• NEVER pay the full amount for the project up 
front and never make the final payment until 
the work is done and you are satisfied with it. 

• Consider paying with a credit card. 
Payments made by credit card often allow a 
dispute resolution process that could help 
a homeowner recover deposits made to a 
contractor. 

By following a few precautionary steps, 
homeowners who hire a contractor to perform 
work can ensure the project is done to their 
satisfaction and the finished product provides 
many years of enjoyment to them. 

Visit consumer.ftc.gov/homes for more info.

Finding a reputable contractor to perform 
work on home improvement projects is often 
a challenge. With an increased number of 
complaints against contractors who either 
don’t perform or perform work poorly, there 
are a few important safety tips of which 
everyone should be aware before working with 
a contractor.  

Important Considerations:
• Consider only contractors who are licensed 
and insured. The Summit County Building 
Department can confirm the existence of a 
contractor’s license. In addition to verifying a 
license, it’s important to ask the contractor for 
proof of insurance and Worker’s Compensation 
certification.

• Get contractor recommendations from 
people you know and trust. Local ads or 
mailbox circulars aren’t always the best source 
of information to find a contractor.  

• Check with the local Home Builders 
Association, Better Business Bureau, Ohio 
Attorney General’s Office – Consumer 
Protection Division, to determine if any 
complaints have been filed against a 
contractor. You also can search online for 
the company’s name with words like “scam,” 
“review,” or “complaint.” Or use online rating 
websites you trust to see what others are 
saying about the contractor.

• Check the local court records online to 
perform a search of pending or closed lawsuits 
against a company or an individual. Most 
county and municipal court clerk’s offices have 
online tools available to search a business 
entity or individual.

• Get multiple estimates. A written estimate 
should include a description of the work to be 
performed, materials to be used, completion 
date, and the price. Don’t automatically 

Township Administration
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Monday – Friday

Hours
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IN OTHER NEWS
Road and Bridge Levy
A Road and Bridge Levy Renewal and Increase will be 
presented to the voters on the November 2nd, 2021 ballot. 
Bath Township relies heavily on levy-generated funds for the 
successful operation and maintenance of township roadways. 
Roadway maintenance includes: crack sealing, pothole and 
roadway patching, roadside mowing and tree trimming, road 
sign maintenance, driveway culvert cleaning/repairing and 
storm sewer repair.   Though the township maximizes property 
tax dollars by participating in cost-saving programs, such 
as the Summit County Regional Paving Program, there is an 
additional need for funds.

Funds generated by the 1.4 mil renewal with a .6 mil increase 
will be used for the maintenance, paving, and snow/ice 
control for the 62 miles of Bath Township roadway over the 
next five years. The total renewal and increase will generate 
approximately $1,130,592.00 and cost each owner-occupied 
household $58.28 per $100,000 tax valuation.

Thirty-eight percent of township roadways are in fair or poor 
condition as reported by the Service Director Caine Collins. 
If roadways in poor or fair condition continue to deteriorate, 
the cost to repair is exponentially higher. Not only are more 
extensive and costly repairs required, but the cost of paving 
materials also increases over time. It is critical roadways 
are repaired proactively when only minor work is needed. 
Road systems require continuous maintenance to combat 
deterioration due to weather, traffic use and age.

Trash Delays
Trash delays often occur during the week as a result of a 
Federal Holiday observance. Notifications to remind residents 
of the change to service are published in the West Side 
Leader, at BathTownship.org and on the township social media 
pages. As a reminder, a list of holidays in which a trash delay 
occurs is on Rumpke’s website (rumpke.com) and the Bath 
Township website. Holidays which fall on the weekend and are 
observed on a Monday, do not cause a delay in service. 

Simple Recycling
Simple Recycling services have resumed in Bath Township. To 
schedule a pick-up, please dial: 1-866-835-5068 or complete 
the online submittal at https://simplerecycling.com/ Additional 
Simple Recycling Bags may be picked up in the Bath Center 
Building (3864 West Bath Road, Akron, Ohio 44333).

Electronic Recycling
September 25, 2021 
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Accepted items: Desktop 
Computers & Laptops • 
Monitors • Printers • Cell 
Phones, PDAs & Mobile Devices • Telephones 
& Phone Systems • Modems, Routers & 
Servers • DVD players, VCRs & Stereos • 
Game Consoles & Radio • Cables, Wires & 
Power Adapters • Ink & Toner Cartridges • 
Anything that plugs in/uses batteries • TVs

State of the Yellow Creek 
Watershed
Join us on September 20, 2021 at 7 pm in the 
Bath Trustees meeting room at 3864 West 
Bath Rd. The presentation will cover the NPSIS 
plan and the Summit County Surface Water 
Management Plan.
 

Public Auction
Bath Township will host a Public Auction on  
September 25, 2021 from 9:00 am to 11:00 am.   
A complete list of items will be available on 
BathTownship.org at the end of August. 

Annual Barn Social
The Heritage Corridors of Bath and Bath 
Business Association will host the nineteenth 
annual Barns of Bath Open House on Wednesday, 
September 15, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Bath 
Equestrian Center will be the featured barn, 
located off of Shade Road. The beautiful barns 
within and around the township help maintain 
the rural atmosphere that is deep rooted in the 
community. Due to the nature of the event, it is 
invitation-only. To be included on the invitation 
list, call the Township Administration Office.

Fall into Nature at Bath Nature 
Preserve
Save the date and join us for Fall into Nature 
at the Bath Nature Preserve on October 9, 2021. 
More details to follow at BathTownship.org.

Trick-or-Treat
Celebrate “Trick or Treat” on Sunday, October 
31, 2021 from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm.



On June 3, 2020 the property, now known as 
the North Fork Preserve of Bath, transferred 
to Bath Township. This 78.3-acre parcel was 
acquired through the efforts of the Trust for 
Public Land and a grant from the Clean Ohio 
Conservation Fund for $1,650,000. There were 
specific conditions imposed in order to receive 
the grant. The property can only be used for 
passive recreation activities including walking, 

birdwatching, and field study. No new buildings 
can be constructed on the property. The barn and 
house can be used by the township but can’t be 
rented or leased long term. 

To better understand the property and determine 
the most effective use for it, an advisory 
committee was formed to examine a variety 
of factors. Twenty-three community members 
took part in making recommendations for the 
preserve. They served on six subcommittees 
which investigated the property and made 
recommendations on how to best utilize the 
property to the township’s advantage. Those 
recommendations were included in the current 
plans that will be available for review.

Although the North Fork Preserve is currently 
closed to the public with limited access only 
to township employees performing work 
and committee members conducting site 
assessments, preservation of the North Fork 
Preserve is considered a priority for the township. 
Public improvements being considered will 
enhance the property for everyone’s enjoyment 
and will create an important environmental area to 
be protected.
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SAVE THE DATE: August 26, 2021  
Township residents are invited to attend a 
meeting to review the site plan for the newly 
acquired North Fork Preserve of Bath. Meet at 
the house located at 4400 Everett Rd.   

6-8pm   INFORMAL HOUSE WALK THROUGH 
  Design plans will be on display

6:15-6:45pm  FORMAL PRESENTATION

6:45 - 8:00pm  2-MILE WALK ON PROPOSED TRAIL  
  Please wear long pants and boots  
  if you plan to walk the trail.

North Fork Preserve of Bath

Watershed Conservancy District in Yellow Creek Watershed

Environmental Update

Bath Township, along with Fairlawn, Akron and 
the Village of Richfield, have formally opposed 
formation of a conservancy district. The Township 
believes stormwater issues have been adequately 
addressed through Bath’s voluntary participation 
in the Summit County Engineer’s Surface Water 
Management District, which assesses residents 
and businesses a stormwater fee. Fees are used 
to address stormwater issues including flooding 
and erosion. 

To date, the Engineer’s Office hired the 
engineering consulting firm Sustainable Streams, 
LLC. to evaluate the Yellow Creek Watershed and 
the Wye Road drainage area. Over $400,000 in 
fee revenue was spent on these critical studies of 
the Watershed. A variety of eligible projects were 
identified for remediation. The Engineer’s Office 
intends to leverage fee revenue from the District 
to apply for grants and other funding sources to 
address identified stormwater issues.  

Residents in nine communities covering Summit 
and Medina Counties await the creation of a 
conservancy court and subsequent hearing 
to determine the propriety of creating the 
conservancy district. A Summit County Common 
Pleas Judge previously validated the petition, 
which included the required 500 signatures 
obtained from residents living in the proposed 
district. The Court approved the petition and 
amendment in December 2019.

The court’s decision, however, does not establish 
a conservancy district. Validation of the petition 
allows for the case to move to the next steps. 
This would include the appointment of a Medina 
County Common Pleas Judge, who along with 
the current Summit County Judge assigned to 
the case, Judge Kelly McLaughlin, would create 
a conservancy court. Once the court is formed, 
a hearing will determine the necessity and 
sufficiency of the conservancy district.



DIRECTORY
Administration Offices...................330-666-4007

Service/Parks................................330-665-5066

Police (Non-Emergency).................330-666-3736

Fire (Non-Emergency)....................330-666-3738

Rumpke (Trash).............................800-828-8171

Simple Recycling...........................866-835-5068

Summit County Building Dept.........330-630-7280

Summit County Engineer’s Office....330-643-2860

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Becky Corbett, President           bcorbett@bathtownship.org
Elaina E. Goodrich, Vice President   egoodrich@bathtownship.org
James N. Nelson, Trustee                 jnelson@bathtownship.org

FISCAL OFFICER
Sharon A. Troike                         stroike@bathtownship.org

ELECTED OFFICIALS
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OBSERVATORY EXPANSION
The Fairlawn Rotary Observatory, located in the Bath 
Nature Preserve, recently underwent a renovation to 
expand the facility for additional guests in July 2021. 
Mr. John Shulan was able to secure funding through 
the Bath Community Fund grant and a series of 
community donors, including some who funded the 
original observatory project. Following the COVID-19 
pandemic, thousands of visitors found themselves 
gazing at the stars and it was evident to Shulan the 
observatory needed a bigger and better layout. The 
expansion included a fold down south wall, which 
provided a better view of the horizon and night sky. 
Among the highlights of the renovation project are the 
new 14” mounted and calibrated telescope and four 
11” Celestrons within the building. The experience 
is recommended for ages 7 and up. For more 
information on events at the observatory, visit:  
www.meetup.com/Summit-County-Astronomy-Meetup/

Public Meetings
Bath Township resumed in-person public 
meetings on July 1, 2021. A vir tual option 
continues to be available on Zoom for those 
unable to physically attend the in-person 
meeting. All meetings are updated on a weekly 
basis and may be found under ‘Events’ on the 
Bath Township homepage at BathTownship.org.


